
  

 

 
 
                 

 

T 
hanksgiving Day has been an annual holiday in the United States since 1863. Not everyone sees Thanksgiving Day as a 
cause for celebration. Each year since 1970, a group of Native Americans and their supporters have staged a protest for a 
National Day of Mourning at Plymouth Rock in Plymouth, Massachusetts on Thanksgiving Day.  American Indian Heritage 
Day is also observed at this time of the year.  Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday celebrated primarily in the United 

States and Canada as a day of giving thanks for the blessing of the harvest and of the preceding year. Several other places around 
the world observe similar celebrations. Thanksgiving has its historical roots in religious and cultural traditions, and has long been cele-
brated in a secular manner as well.  The first true thanksgiving was in 1623, when they gave thanks for rain that ended a drought.  
George Washington, the first president of the United States, proclaimed the first national Thanksgiving Day in 1789.  You’ll be hard 
pressed to find the face of an African-American in any artistic depiction of that all-too familiar feast of 1623 like the one where a group 
of Plymouth colonists share an autumn harvest meal with the Wampanoag Indians. That was just about the time when the earliest 
ships of Africans arrived as itemized cargo in America. Nonetheless, African-Americans have long embraced the honored tradition of 
Thanksgiving, even during slavery.  However, you choose to treat your Thanksgiving Day this year, it may not be out of place to give 
thanks for not only your own personal story, but also for the journey of Blacks in America to give thanks, because certainly, it was a 
journey.  
 
 

One in Five Americans Struggling 
to put Food on the Table 

 

Many Americans are still struggling to put food on the table, a full four 
years after the global recession ended. 20 percent of people polled d 
said that they sometimes didn’t have enough money to buy food for 
themselves or their family. The poll also indicated that Americans’ 
ability to afford food has yet to recover to the levels seen in 2008, 
when the United States was in one of deepest economic slumps 
since the Great Depression of the 1930s. The percentage of Ameri-
cans going hungry peaked at 20.4 percent during the global eco-
nomic crisis.  
  

Before the economic recession of 2007-2009, fewer than 17 percent 
of the people surveyed reported having trouble paying food bills. 
“These findings suggest that the economic recovery may be dispro-
portionately benefiting upper-income Americans rather than those 
who are struggling to fulfill their basic needs.”  
 

Source: The survey results were generated from the Gallup-
Healthways Well-Being Index, which were based on telephone interviews 
with a random sample of nearly 16,000 adults aged 18 and older that ran 
out of food; didn't have money to buy enough;  skipped meals or lost weight 
for lack of food. So, during this Thanksgiving Holiday, lets show some 
love, compassion and assistance to those in need by donating to an 
Austin local food bank, church pantry, or charitable organization.  
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Did You Know … cities across 
the nation are making it illegal 
or require a permit to hand out 
food to the homeless on the 
streets? Such cities for now 
includes, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl; 
Charlotte, NC; Houston, TX;  
Salt Lake City, UT. Others soon!  

Thanksgiving Day in the United States 
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Austin Area Black Contractors Association 
recognized for their valuable contributions to the City’s MBE/WBE Procurement Program  

and the African American Construction Business Community 
Left to Right:  Veronica Lara, Director, SMBR; Reginald World, President, Trini Construction Builder, LLC; Alayne Johnson, General Manager 
All Points Inspection Services, Inc.; Alvin Washington, Owner, Alvin Washington Trucking Company; Carol Hadnot, Principal, Business Re-
source Consultants; Calvin Williams, Chief Operating Officer, Zlynx Systems, Inc.; and Debra Dibble, Assistant Director, SMBR 

 
 
 
 

Asian Contractor  
Association 

recognized for their  
valuable contributions to 

the City’s MBE/WBE  
Procurement Program  

and the Asian  
Construction Business 

Community 
Left:  Debra Dibble, Assistant 
Director, Aletta Banks, Execu-
tive Director, Asian Contractor 
Association.; George Chang, 
President, Asia Trading, Inc.; 
and Veronica Lara, Director, 
SMBR 

 

Enjoy Photos from the   
September 23, 2014  
Small and Minority Business Resources 
Departments’ 
Contractors Appreciation Awards Event 

Photos by:  Van Nguyen, SMBR 



     

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
US Hispanic Contractors Association de Austin 
recognized for their valuable contributions to 

the City’s MBE/WBE Procurement Program  
and the  

Hispanic Construction Business Community 
 

Right:  Veronica Lara, Director, SMBR; Jun Oyervides, Execu-
tive Director, Hispanic de Austin Contractors Association; 
and Debra Dibble, Assistant Director, SMBR 

 

 
TEXAS STERLING CONSTRUCTION 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR  

OF THE YEAR 

 
 

URBAN DESIGN GROUP 
CONSULTANT OF THE YEAR 

 

Left, Debra Dibble, SMBR;  
John Noell, P.E., and Laura Toups, P.E. 

Urban Design; 
and Veronica Lara, SMBR 
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BENQUEST, LLC 
ASIAN CONTRACTOR 

OF THE YEAR 

ABCA • HCA • ACA 
MINORITY TRADE ASSOCIATIONS’ 

REPRESENTATIVES 

TEXAS TRUCKING COMPANY  
HISPANIC CONTRACTOR 

 OF THE YEAR 

BUSINESS RESOURCE CONSULTANTS 
AFRICAN AMERICAN  

CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR 

 

The Austin City Council officially 
Proclaimed Sep 23-25, 2014, as 

MBE / WBE Week. 
  The proclamation was presented to SMBR  

by Councilmember Laura Morrison on  
  behalf of Mayor Lee Leffingwell. 

WOMAN  
CONTRACTOR  
OF THE YEAR 
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Left:  Ricky Allen, Business Development Counselor, SMBR; Carol S. Hadnot, Business Resource Consultants; Kenneth Kalu, Business Devel-
opment Counselor, SMBR; Linda Moore, Business Development Counselor, SMBR; Muriel Kruse, HUB Associates, University of Texas PMCS; 
and Harold Tolbert, Business Development Counselor, SMBR 

Awards attendees included, Mike Hutter, Flinto Constructive; Jan Lawson, former Director of Austin Energy Business Development and 
Compliance Division; Muriel Kruse, UT PMCS; Alvin Washington, Washington Trucking; Alayne Johnson, General Manager, APIS, Inc.; Juan 
Oyervides, HCA;  Debra Dibble, SMBR, George Chang and Aletta Banks, ACA; Veronica Lara and Thomas Owners, SMBR   



Page 6    

  

 

Left:  Amelie Gonzalez Flores, Senior Business Development 
Counselor, Austin, Energy Business Development and Contract 
Compliance Division; Carol S. Hadnot, Business Resource Con-
sultants; and Aletta Banks, Asian Contractor    

Left:  Victor Winston, Principal, MAVA Engineering, LLC. and Thomas 
Owens, Administrative Services Division Manager, SMBR 



    Page 7 

 

The Lotus Sculpture Garden 
Asian Resource Center 

  

PLAN NOW FOR EAISER  
HOLIDAY TRAVEL  
Here are some tips to make it less painful:   
 
 

If you can, travel on the holiday itself. Thanksgiving Day, Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Day are usually your best bets during the holiday 
season for less-full flights and not as busy roads. 
 
Take the first flight in the morning or leave early if you’re hitting the 
road. Airline delays tend to build on themselves as the day pro-
gresses, and you’ll have a better chance of getting stranded over-
night, if weather hits, the later your flight is.  

On the roads, everyone else who promised themselves they’d be in 
the car at 6 a.m. but didn’t achieve that will be crowding the roads 
by noon. 
 

Pick a direct flight if you can to avoid getting stranded in an unfa-
miliar place. If you have to have a connection, avoid the big hubs 
(Dallas’ DFW, Houston Intercontinental, Atlanta or Chicago O’Hare). 
Instead, look for flights through smaller airports. 
 
Bring backup supplies. Pack as if you have to live 24 hours out of 
your carry-on. That means all medications, toiletries, a change of 
clothes for everyone and plenty of diapers and formula. You need 
snacks and entertainment options that aren’t the plug-in type.  
 
If you get stuck past mealtime and with an uncharged iPad, you 
need something to keep the kids from whining from boredom or 
hunger. 
 
Also consider: Is this trip really worth it? Would everyone have a 
better time getting together at a less-compact, less-pressure-filled, 
less-expensive time of the year? It’s about quality time, not just holi-
day time. 
 
Happy travels. 
 
 
Source:  Nicole Villalpando 
Austin American Statesman 
Nov 7, 2014 Edition, Life Section 



 

  

  
  

The Austin Area Black Contractors Association  
                 is reaching out to all  

African American Construction Contractors located 
in Travis, Hays, Williamson, Bastrop and Caldwell 
Counties to get MBE/WBE/DBE Certified with the 

City of Austin.  
 

                                             ••• 
 

  For More Information, Call 512-467-6894  
Check-out ABCA’s updated website at www.abcatx.com.  

View online video training, upcoming construction opportunities, 
calendar of events, and tool box tips that are advertised  

in the weekly online Bid Briefs! 

 Check-out ABCA’s New Website 
www.abcatx.com  

View the Bid Briefs’ link for a current listing of  
Construction Procurement  

Opportunities! 

 

Get certified with the City of Austin as 
a MBE, WBE  or DBE, Call the —  
Small & Minority Business Resources 
Dept (SMBR) Certification Division at 
512-974-7645 

  

 a publication of the  
Austin Area Black Contractors Association 
November 2014 | Special Edition | Volume 34 

 

www.abcatx..com 
512-467-6894, office | 512-467-9808, fax 

E-mail:  brc-pro@att.net 
 

Publisher:  Business Resource Consultants,  
Program Manager/Consultant for the  

Austin Area Black Contractors Association 

 

SMBR’s Plan Room  
 

The City of Austin’s  
Small & Minority Business Resources  

(SMBR) Plan Room is open for business  
 

weekdays from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

SMBR’s Plan Room provides free electronic access to the McGraw-Hill 
Dodge system of drawings and construction specifications for projects in 100 
counties in South and Central Texas as well as hard copy plans and specifi-
cations from local, private, and public sector jobs that can be viewed onsite 
or copied for a minimal fee. For a list of the current available Plans and 
Specifications, you can access it on our website at www.austintexas.gov/
smbr or visit this link https://data.austintexas.gov/Business/Construction
-Plans-in-SMBR-s-Plan-Room/x442-h34c or for questions or to schedule a 
training as a first time user, please call (512) 974-7799.  
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New law aims to increase safety in vehicles, 
on bikes  
 

Aug. 28, 2014, the Austin City Council approved an ordinance that prohibits the 
hand-held use of portable electronic devices while operating a motor vehicle or 
bicycle. The new ordinance will go into effect Jan. 1, 2015.  Unless using a 
hands-free system such as Bluetooth or headphones, or a permanently affixed 
GPS system, use of portable devices 
while moving in a vehicle or on a 
bike will be a citable offense.  Port-
able electronic device means a hand
-held, mobile telephone, personal 
digital assistant, MP3 or other hand-
held music player, electronic reading 
device, laptop computer, pager, 
broadband personal communication 
device, GPS or navigation system, 
electronic gaming device or portable 
computing device.Cell phone use is 
permitted in the event of an emer-
gency such as calling 9-1-1 to report 
a crime or an accident. Even in an 
emergency situation, it is best to pull 
over and come to a complete stop before using or operating any mobile or hand 
held device.In preparation for enforcement to begin in January, the Austin Police 
Department and the Austin Transportation Department will be working together 
with regional partners to educate the community about the new law.  
 
Source:   Austin Mobility   Austintexas.gov/department/transportation 

FLU NEWS & NOTES  
Vaccine. The 2014-15 seasonal flu 
vaccine is available. People need to 
get vaccinated each year because 
the vaccine is made to match the 
types of flu expected to circulate 
that year and because protection 
decreases over time. 
Who? Everyone 6 months and 
older should get vaccinated now. 
Children ages 6 months to 8 years 
who did not get a dose of last year’s 
vaccine should get two doses this 
year. 

Flu Season. Officially, flu season 

runs from October through May. 

Though most flu illnesses in Texas 

usually occur in December, January 

and February, flu is unpredictable 

and can happen at any time. People 
should get vaccinated now so that 
they’re protected for this flu 
season. 

FLU IN TEXAS 
There is always some flu circulating, 
so people should continue to protect 

themselves and others by covering 
coughs and sneezes, washing 
hands frequently and staying home 
if sick. 
 
 

FLU SEASON IS HERE. 
HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN DO. 

STAY INFORMED 
TexasFlu.org is the DSHS site for 
flu information in Texas. Book-
mark it. Dial 2-1-1 for flu informa-
tion and vaccination locations or 
use the Vaccine Locator to find 
out about vaccine availability in 
your area. 
 

GET VACCINATED 
Get a flu vaccination now. It’s the 
best way to protect yourself and 
others. 
 

STOP THE SPREAD 
Wash your hands frequently with 
soap and water or use hand sani-
tizer. Cover your coughs and 
sneezes. Stay home if you’re 
sick. Have a plan to care for sick 
family members at home. 
 
 
 

Source:  Texas Department of 
State Health Services 


